M The Research Behind Cherry Meyers Banner
Project: Anishinaabe Art
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Research Questions

e |dentify prominent Anishinaabe art styles from the past to
the present.

e How to incorporate the cultural practices and customs of the
Anishinaabek?

e What materials did the Anishinaabek use?

e How to translate symbols of Anishinaabe art styles to the
context of the conference?

Inspired By

My background (SCIT tribal member, and Anishinaabe artist)
Museum collections online and in-person

Interviews with Anishinaabe artists around Michigan
Articles & documents (Museum cataloges)

Websites of the 12 federally recognized tribal nations in
Michigan and other Anishinabe nations outside of Michigan
Social Media (Instagram, Facebook)

Who are the Anishinaabek?

Anishinaabek means ‘Original people’ in Anishinaabemowin

e Consist of Tribal Nations Ojibwe, Odawa, and Bodewadmi

® The three Tribal nations created the Three Fires Alliance or
People of the Three Fires within the Great Lakes Region

e Today, there are 12 Federally Recognized Tribes in Michigan

e Emphasize generational teaching

e The Anishinaabek span from Alberta to Quebec to as far

south as Oklahoma
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Birchbark biting Map of recognized Anishinaabek territories
(McCord Stewart Museum, 2022. today

https://www.musee-mccord-stewart.ca/en
/blog/embellishing-birchbark/ )

( Anishinaabewakiing- Anishinaabe
Territories, https://ojibwe.net/nations-map/)

(American Culture & Psychology, IHP-1817 Project Research Assistant)

NAAGADOOK WAAWIINDIMAAGEWIN

Honor the Treaty ARTICLE 16 OF THE 1817 TREATY OF FORT MEIGS AND TRANSLATION.
WAAWIINDIMAAGEWAANHS MDAASWI-SHI-NGODWAASWI THE TREATY WAS ORIGINALLY ONLY IN ENGLISH, BUT HAS BEEN TRANSLATED HERE INTO
B ticle Sixteen ANISHINAABEMOWIN BY FLUENT SPEAKER AND ELDER, ALPHONSE PITAWANAKWAT.

Anishinaabeg gii-waawiindamaagaazwa
g g g g AANIN OJIBWAA, CHIPPEWA, MINWAA POTAWATOMI BEMAADZIJIK, ZHITWAAWIN WILJIIYEMAGAK,

ji-kinoomaagaazinid niijaansiiwaan. SOME OF THE OJIBWA, CHIPPEWA, AND POTAWATOMY TRIBES, BEING ATTACHED TO THE CATHOLIC RELIGION
AnIShlnaabeg were tOId that the|r Chlldren WOUId be MINWAA DEBWETAMING JI| BGOSENDAMOWAAD AANIN DABINOOJI AZNID
educated EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
y BIGIDNIGAAZA GENWENDANG NAMEGAMIG ETEG DETROIT, ST. ANNE,
- DO GRANT TO THERECTOR OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. ANNE OF DETROIT
: WII-NAKAAZAD WINAMEGAMIG, MINWAA DETROIT KINOOMAAGEGAMIG,
FORTHE USE OF THE SAID CHURCH, AND TO THE CORPORATION OF THE COLLEGE AT DETROIT,
.e ¢ .y - . I-NAKA NG GE! I-MJIGANAGAADEK MAAGE WII-DAAYIING,
The Enaajimang ‘What the Story is’ project displays banners TOBERETAINED ORSOLD

NP,

and posters across the Ann Arbor campus to raise awareness

of the 1817 Treaty of the Foot of the Raplds (Treaty of Fort | @ ASTHESAIDRECTORANDCORPORATIONMAY JUDGE EXPEDIENT,
Meigs) and Article 16 that resulted in the largest land BEBEZHIK, AAPTA NSWI KIIN. JI TEMAGAK NGODWAASWAAK-SHI-NIIMDANA KIIN,
transfer in the UniverSity Of Michigan!S h|5t0ry, granted by EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
the Three Fires Confederacy (Ojibwe, Bodewadmi and NMEBINIZIIBIING, MACON EZHNIKAADEK; MINWAA NSWI KIINSAN MSHI-MKIGAADESINOO,
2 ONTHE RIVER RAISIN, AT APLACE CALLED MACON; AND THREE SECTIONS OF LAND NOT YET LOCATED
Odawa). Look for our pamphlets around campus that fold
. .e . . W AN GAA ONAGAAD JAABEK EZHI-NIKAAZ Wi AAZWAA
out to a poster featuring an Ojibwe translation of Article16, | T CHTRACTS WERERESERVED, FOR THE USE OF THE SAIDINDIANS,

or visit our website to print your own.

Living with Treaties: The 1817 Project, the University of Michigan, and the

Western Expansion of the United States Conference April 11,2026 | A\ 1HESUPERINTENDENTOFINDIAN AFFAIRS, INTHE TERRITORY OF MICHIGAN,

inclusivehistory.umich.edu AABEK EZHINIKAAZIJI WAA|
INDIANS,
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Final product of the posters posted around the Diag
For More Infomation scan the QR codes above

v Before and After A

e Art by Kaya Beaudoin

e The research provided insight for Kaya's designs, such as:

o Background
o Anishinaabe art styles
o Colors (natural dyes used during pre-contact era)

shusd  of braid

Close up of items used on the posters and banners

Key Components Used

® Birch Bark was used to symbolize
the cultural practice of ascribing
information on birchbark and the
art of birchbark biting.

e Quillwork is a pre-contact art form
of the Anishinaabek. Quillwork
was used for decorating, clothing,
bags, mokuks and moccasins.
Beading is a modern version of

quilwork. R g
o W . | d b k Citizen Potawatomi Band Bandolier Bag (“Floral
eaving also ates back 1o pre- Influences in Regalia Spans Time and

contact. Weaving encases nettle Personalities”, 2019.
https://www.potawatomi.org/blog/2019/10/30/floral-
fiber bags/pouches, yarn,

Influence-in-regalia-spans-time-and-personalities/)

beaded garters, and mats of various textiles.

e Maple leaves symbolize the cultural practices of the
Anishinaabe. It is also a common Anishinaabe identifier.

® Braided border is used to symbolize the Three Fires alliance.
Birchbark is used to symbolize the keepers of traditions, the
Ojibwe. The finger woven motif is used to depict fire of the
keepers of the fire, Bodewadmi. Lastly, the beads depicted
people on the canoe, the keepers of trade, the Odawa.

Conclusion

e This Project highlights the importance of Anishinaabe
representation around campus.

e Create awareness of who the Anishinaabe are and our
culture and customs

® Reparation for the University of Michigan's historical erasure
and exclusion of the Anishinaabe
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